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Synopsis

In Passage to Ararat, which received the National Book Award in 1976, Michael J. Arlen goes
beyond the portrait of his father, the famous Anglo-Armenian novelist of the 1920s, that he created
in Exiles to try to discover what his father had tried to forget: Armenia and what it meant to be an
Armenian, a descendant of a proud people whom conquerors had for centuries tried to exterminate.
But perhaps most affectingly, Arlen tells a story as large as a whole people yet as personal as the
uneasy bond between a father and a son, offering a masterful account of the affirmation and pain of

kinship. --This text refers to an alternate Paperback edition.
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Customer Reviews

Arlen’s memoir of his search for cultural identity in the Armenian heritage which his parents had

disowned won the National Book Award in 1976. Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

A¢a -A“More than an excursion into a place...the whole work glows like a jewel with the warmth of
humanity and the appreciation, hard won, of both strength and weakness.A¢a —A-

A¢a -4 ¢Eugenia Thornton, Cleveland Plain DealerA¢a -A“Beautifully written and stunning in its
insight and honesty... One comes to see that the object of Arlen’s search is not only, or even
primarily, Armenia or Armenians, but himself and his father.A¢a —As A¢a -a ¢David Milofsky,
Milwaukee JournalA¢a -A“[A] moving, passionate book....written with a mixture of passion,

puzzlement, sorrow, and outrage.A¢é -A+ A¢a -a ¢Jonathan Yardley, Washington



PostA¢a -A“Beautifully moving.... The reader becomes captivated with exotic tales from the past
and joins Arlen’s journey with zest in this quite marvelous record.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4a ¢William Hogan,

San Francisco Chronicle --This text refers to an alternate Paperback edition.

Armenian history 101. A must read for any Armenophile. Excellent value for money. Fast shipping

and wonderful customer service. Thank you!

A profound book chronicling a journey to the heart of being Armenian, illuminated by the telling of

the rich history of the Armenian people. Soulful.

Love this book. honestly amazing. well written and | actually couldn’t stop reading it. | read it and
finished it in one day.. it was so amazing to see the life changing aspects this man went through in

his journey. loved this book. | would read it again if i could. recommend to everyone.

Honest, balanced and heart breaking. Man is capable of acts worse than any beast in the jungle.

Really good quality for what | paid.. It arrived in great conditions, binding was great, no writing in it...

| really needed this for my Into to Armenian Studies class! AfA A A A EceA A-

| am very happy with my purchase of "Passage to Ararat." This book has very nice illustration on the
Armenian history throughout it's thousands of years old rich history and culture. It's a personal story
of Arlen who travels to Armenia to find his roots. Very touching story of Armenian genocide

survivors feelings and thing they want to forget.

Great Book. Worth the Read. Worth the buy.

| look forward to reading this again
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